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Writing an Argument Essay 

Two-sided Argument 

 
When writing an argument essay you are giving your opinion on a topic or 
issue. 
 
However, an argument essay is not the same as giving your opinion when 
chatting to your friend!  You must write a formal essay that is grammatically 
correct and set out in clear paragraphs. 
 
 
What steps should I take when writing an argument essay in a test or for 
homework? 
 
The first step is to read the question!!!!! 
Make sure you underline the key words; these tell you what the question is 
looking for. 
 
Task 
 
Read these essay titles.  What are they about and what do the questions 
require you to do? 
 
Money is the root of evil. Discuss 
 
______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Is homework a necessary part of school life?   
 
__________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The second step is to plan your ideas.  List ideas, opinions and facts to 
support each side of an argument. 
 
 
Task 
 
Read this question and fill in the table with arguments for and against.  Think 
of at least three points for each side. 
 
The internet is dangerous for young people and should be censored. 
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Arguments to support this 

statement 
Arguments against this statement 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The third step is to organise your ideas. 
 
Your essay should have a clear structure. 
 

 It should start with an introduction.  This is one small paragraph of 
approximately three sentences. 

 
Follow this plan for the above essay title. 
 
Sentence One: Many people, especially parents, are worried about the 
material that can be seen by young people on the internet.   
 
Sentence Two Other people think that the internet is a good thing as it can be 
used for school projects and academic research.   
 
Sentence Three In this essay I will look at some of the arguments for and 
against the internet. 
 
Now write your own opening paragraph for any of the other titles on this 
worksheet. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 The next section is the main body of the essay.  There are two 
paragraphs here.  One contains the arguments for and the other the 
arguments against.  If you are only looking at ONE point of view then 
make sure that you put the points in two paragraphs.   

 
 You should end with a summary.  In the summary remember to put 

your point of view.  Try to have three sentences in your conclusion or 
summary. 

 
Look at this plan; we are still using the internet essay as an example. 
 
Sentence One: In my opinion, the advantages of the internet outweigh the 
disadvantages. 
 
Sentence Two: The dangers of the internet can be easily controlled by 
parents but students without the internet would be missing out on lots of 
helpful sites. 
 
Sentence Three: Young people should try to use the internet in a positive 
way, so that it will be a benefit to the whole of society. 
 
Now write your own summary – stick to the same topic you used for your 
introduction 
 
___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Are there any words or phrases that I should try to include in my 
essay? 
 
YES!!!! 
 
You should try to include linking words and phrases.  These can link ideas 
that agree or they can link new or different ideas.  Also some linking words 
are sequencing words, such as firstly  or finally 

 
Task 
Look at these words.  If you are unsure of the meaning please look it up.  
Decide whether the word or phrase links ideas that are the same, introduces 
new ideas or sequences the essay. 
 
however     in addition      on the other hand        consequently         therefore 
 
similarly       furthermore        moreover            secondly      in conclusion 
 
despite this                 and           yet            in contrast 
 
 
 
Linking ideas that are the same 
 
 
 
 
 
Introducing new ideas or ideas that do not agree 
 
 
 
 
Sequencing 
 
 
 
 
 
****Remember to check your spelling and grammar very carefully******* 
 
 
Good  Luck 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Task A: 
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Write an assay of about 250 words on the following  topic: 
Smoking should be banned in all public places. Discuss. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Task B: 

Write an essay of about 250 words on the following topic: 

Some people think it's better to study a foreign language in the country where it is 

spoken. Others prefer to study in their own countries. Discuss.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 




