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 Before you read
Work in pairs. Discuss the questions:
1) What are the advantages of studying at a university in the United Arab Emirates?

2) On the other hand, why would a Grade 12 graduate want to study outside the United Arab Emirates?

1)  Statistics show that more women in the 
United Arab Emirates graduate from 
universities than men. The figures also 
demonstrate that female students are 
more successful than male students at 
completing their graduate studies. On 
the other hand, fewer women attend 
universities abroad than men. As a 
woman I believe that women should be 
given the same educational opportunities 
as men. I also think that women should 
be allowed to travel and study outside 
the U.A.E. Why not give female students 
the same chances as the male students?

2) Women, like men, should have an 
opportunity to enhance their knowledge 
of the world outside the U.A.E. It has been 
shown that students who study overseas 
gain a new perspective on the world. 
They learn to understand issues such as 
poverty and globalization. Globalization 
is like a hundred-lane highway crossing 
the world. In order for Emiratis to 
truly understand globalization, female 
students should be able to experience 
the world. Studying overseas allows 
them to do that.

3)  For Emirati men making lifelong friends 
is another reason to study overseas. I still 
have friends from 20 years ago when I 
studied abroad. My best friend, Maha, got 
married last spring. I was able to attend 

her wedding in Beirut. We became friends 
when we were 18 and both studying in 
France at Paris-Sorbonne University. 
Connections like these are important for 
both personal and business connections. 
They allow us to learn about the world 
from a different point of view.

4) On the other hand, if a young woman 
is to study abroad, she may miss her 
family. It may be especially difficult if she 
does not know anyone in that country 
or how to speak the language of the 
country well. Our families are one of 
the most important aspects of our lives. 
Sometimes, when we are not around our 
family, we make bad decisions that may 
affect our future. Do we want to put our 
future at risk? 

5) There are many benefits to studying 
overseas. We can make new friends, 
learn a new language and experience 
the world from different cultural 
perspectives. Of course studying abroad 
is more than this. It can be a difficult 
experience, too. But in the end it is one 
of the best ways to understand the world 
outside the U.A.E. I believe that women 
in the U.A.E. are up for the challenge of 
studying abroad, too! 

By Mariam Hassan, Education Department, Zayed University

SHOULD WOMEN 
STUDY ABROAD?
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 Reading Comprehension
A) Choose the correct answer.  

1) Which of these illustrations is most appropriate for this text?

      A) F                                                B) F                                              C) F

2) What kind of text is this? 

A) A newspaper article F  B) A diary entry F  C) An encyclopedia article F      
3) Which sentence best summarizes this text?

A) Female students should have an equal chance to study overseas. F      
B) Female students are more successful than male students. F       

C) Female students face many dangers when they study overseas. F      
4) Which sentence best expresses the purpose of the text?

A) To persuade others with an argument. F       

B) To entertain others with a story. F       

C) To describe a situation to others. F
     

B) Write the number of the correct paragraph with the following information. 

1) Personal information about the author     Paragraph ____

2) Arguments against women going abroad to study   Paragraph ____

3) Arguments in favor of women going abroad to study  Paragraph ____

4) Statistical information about female students    Paragraph ____

 Vocabulary

1) Write other words that the author uses to mean:

think ____________________    chance ____________________ 

2) Identify two other ways the author gives the meaning outside the U.A.E. 

____________________ 

____________________ 

3) Find words in the passage which mean:

all your life      increase in size    

go to (e.g. a course)    a large road     

opinion      put in danger     
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 Grammar
Re-write these sentences with modals (can, should, must, will etc.) in the passive. The first one is done 
as an example.

0)  We should allow Emirati students to study overseas.
     Emirati students should be allowed to study overseas.

1)  We should enhance our knowledge by reading.

     _____________________________________________________

2)  You can find the information on the notice board.

     _____________________________________________________

3)  You can make lots of new friends in this way.

     _____________________________________________________

4)  You must leave your car in the university car park.

     _____________________________________________________

 Critical Thinkinge

Work in groups of no more than four. Discuss these points. When you finish, compare your group’s 
answers with the answers from other groups.

1) Check the statement about the article which you most agree with. Give examples to support 
your choice.

A) This article contains mostly opinions. F
B) This article contains mostly facts. F
C) This article contains both facts and opinions. F 

2) Do you think the following arguments are in favor or against the idea of allowing more Emirati 
female students to study overseas? Write in favor or against as appropriate.

Should more Emirati female students study overseas?
Is the argument in 
favor or against the 
idea?

1) More female students graduate from U.A.E. universities than male 
students.

2) It is more expensive for women to study abroad.
3) Female students are more mature and sensible than men.
4) Female students should be protected from foreign cultures.
5) Male students are generally smarter than female students.
6) Female students are able to concentrate more than male students.

____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

3) In your opinion, which of these methods is the best way to persuade people to change their point of 
view? Give reasons for your choice.

A) Make an argument to express your point of view and repeat the same argument.
B) Tell people about your experiences as reasons why they should believe you.
C) Give clear arguments and examples when presenting your point of view.
D) Be very sincere and emotional when presenting your point of view.
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 Writing
Read this point of view:

“Adults over 60 years of age should go to university to study the modern world.”

Write an essay of 150 - 200 words that agrees or disagrees with the statement above. Write your essay 
in your notebook. 

 Extension
Work in groups of no more than four. 

1) Read your essay aloud to your group. 

2) Compare and contrast the arguments from each of the four people in your group. Summarize the 
group’s arguments for and against the statement.

3) Agree as a group on which essay is the most interesting and give reasons for your choice.

4) Form a group with three new group members. Repeat steps 1 to 3.


