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 Before you read
A) Work in pairs. Discuss the following questions.
1) Imagine that it is the end of Grade 12 and you have left school. What are you going to do next?

2) Although many young people feel happy to leave school, some students feel worried about the 
future. How do you think you will feel at the end of Grade 12?

3) What might be the advantages and disadvantages about life after Grade 12?

B) Read the speech bubbles below.  Number them in the correct order. 

OK, I’ve played on 
my computer. Now 
what? what?

It’s boring.
I want to 
go back to 
school!

Mom’s at work. 
I’ll make breakfast 
myself.

After breakfast 
I’ll play on my 
computer.

Great! No more 
school!

I can stay in 
bed late!

A) B) C) 

D) E) F) 

1
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Many young people do not know what to do after Grade 12. 
They avoid the challenge of thinking clearly about the future. 
The result can be many years of wasted time, hanging out with 
friends, doing nothing or just sleeping. Here are five steps to 
follow on how to have a positive outcome after Grade 12.

Take the first step at school. Study as well as you can in Grade 
12 and in your end-of-year school examinations. If you commit 
to doing this, a positive future is much easier to attain. Try to 
achieve a mark of 95 percent or better in your classes. The 
second step is research. Research the job that you might want 
or the place where you plan to study. You might be able to set 
up an interview or a visit. 

A third piece of advice is to keep active. Many young people lie 
around all day and become lazy. Instead, exercise your body. 
This can be just walking somewhere. Keep your mind active 
too. Don’t just play games on your smart phone or computer. 
Talk to your family. Start a new hobby. Read many different 
types of text. Challenge yourself: for example, get newspapers 
in English, not just in Arabic. This will help you to improve your 
English.

The fourth piece of advice is to gain work experience.  A great 
way to achieve this is to volunteer in the community. For 
example, you can help at a Red Crescent Society or you can 
simply help friends or neighbours, listening to them and solving 
their community concerns. Finally, make contacts. Visit the 
manager at the place where you want to work or go to school 
and ask questions. Show an interest in places and people so 
that people there will be interested in you.

Your future is your future; your life is your life! Therefore, it 
is your responsibility to plan your future, not other people’s. 
Planning only takes a little time. Stay flexible and positive. 
Keep my advice in mind when you graduate and you will be 
successful. Do you really want an aimless and less promising 
future than others? Your future is in your hands, so aim high.

Planning for Life After Grade 12
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 Reading Comprehension
Choose the correct answer. 

1) What kind of text is this?

A) A story F   B) An article F    C) Advice columnF   
2) Which title is best for this text?

A) Research the job that you might want. F    
B) Show an interest in places and people. F    
C) A positive outcome after Grade 12. F   

3) Which sentence best expresses the purpose of the text?

A) To give others advice about what to do. F    
B) To give information about the future. F    
C) To tell people a story about the future. F   

Answer these questions:

4) What examples of ‘wasted time’ does the writer give?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

5) The writer suggests being active. List the different types of activity mentioned in the article.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

6) Name the five steps leading to a positive outcome after Grade 12.

1) ____________________________________________

2) ____________________________________________

3) ____________________________________________

4) ____________________________________________

5) ____________________________________________

 Vocabulary
Circle the correct meaning of the word in italics.  

1) Years of wasted time means…

A) great years. F   B) decisive years. F   C) lost years. F   
2) Hanging out with friends means…

A) to put in high places. F   B) to spend time but do little. F   C) to change your mind. F   
3) End-of-year school examinations happen…

A) just before school finishes. F   B) if there is no time. F   C) before your birthday. F   
4) To have an active mind means someone…

A) exercises a lot. F   B)  has a lot of problems. F   C) thinks a lot. F   
5) An aimless future means to be without…

A) purpose or money. F   B) purpose or plans. F   C) plans or money. F   



58

Grade 12 | Trimester 1 | Career and Future Choices 

planning for life After grade 12

 Grammar
Look at the words underlined in the text. Write what they refer to. The first one is done as an example.

0)  they in paragraph 1.

     __they refers to young people___

1)  this in paragraph 2.

     _______________________________

2)  this in paragraph 3.

     _______________________________

3)  this in paragraph 4.

     _______________________________

4)  there in paragraph 4.

     _______________________________

5)  my in paragraph 5.

     _______________________________

 Critical Thinkinge

In groups, discuss questions 1 to 4 below. When you finish, compare your group’s answers with the 
answers from other groups.

1) Why do you think some Grade 12 students avoid the challenge of thinking about what they want to 
do when they finish school?

2) Now that you have read the article, check  one of the following two statements that describes your 
thinking.

 I am going to take a little time to plan my future. F
 I am not going to take any time to plan my future. F
 Explain your choice.

3) What is the best piece of advice you have had about planning your future? This might be from the 
text or from your personal experience.

4) Why did the author finish the article with this question and answer?

“Do you really want an aimless and less promising future than others? Probably not.”

 Writing
Write five pieces of advice for students who are going to university after Grade 12. Write this advice in 
your notebook. 
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 Extension
Work in groups of no more than four. 

1) Read each other’s advice on going to university. 

2) Select the five most useful pieces of advice.

3) Write the advice on a single piece of paper. Rewrite the five pieces of advice in order, starting with 
the most important piece of advice.

4) Read your group’s advice to the class and ask for feedback. 




