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 Before you read
1) What would you expect to see at a job fair?

2) Who attends a job fair and what are they looking for?

3) Which word is most similar in meaning to the word throng in the title?

A) crowd          B) watch          C) attend

By Jennifer Bell, February 3, 2014 

Young Emirati job-seekers 
throng U.A.E. careers fair

Bright young Emiratis 
looking for a career. 
Employers looking for 
bright young Emiratis. 
And for three days 
they’re all in one place.

Jobseekers at the recruitment fair in Abu Dhabi yesterday are briefed on the careers available in the 
Armed Forces. Ravindranath K /  The National

More than 100 local and international government 
and private sector organizations have set up their 
stalls at the Tawdheef recruitment event at the 
Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre. Students 
and graduates sought an opportunity to make 
their mark on potential employers.
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“It is one chance to find all these companies 
in one place, especially all the high 
reputation companies,” said Mohammed 
Al Hashemi, 21, who recently graduated 
from the Higher Colleges of Technology in 
Abu Dhabi. “So it is a good opportunity to 
find a good job here,” he added. A finance 
graduate, Mohammed would like a position 
that would best use the skills he learned at 
college. “Any company related to finance 
would be really good as a start,” he said.

Khalifa Mohammed, 20, clutched a bag 
of prospectuses as he stood among a 
long line of people snaked around the 
Abu Dhabi National Oil Company booth. 
“I am searching for a job,” said Khalifa, 
who travelled from Al Ain to the fair. “For 
anything really but I would like ADNOC. It is 
a very big company,” he remarked.

Maitha Nuaimi, 18, an electrical engineer 
undergraduate at the Higher College of 
Technology, is starting her job search even 
before she completes her bachelor’s degree 
course. “I am searching for a sponsorship,” 
she said, pointing to a National Petroleum 
Company booth to highlight her company 
of choice.

It was not just recent graduates that were 
looking for opportunities at the fair. Some 
already in employment were looking to 
develop and improve their skills. Maha 
Al Rusheidi, 27, was in line to speak to 
a representative of Abu Dhabi Media 
Company, the parent company of The 
National, where she was looking for job 
opportunities in IT. Maha already has a job 
but wanted to attend the career fair to see 
what other companies had to offer.

Jamal Al Mulla, part of the management 
training program at the National Bank of 
Fujairah, where he worked for the past 
three years, said recent graduates should 
look for opportunities where there was 
career progression. “I think the private 
sector is the best place to have a career 
path,” he said. “The private sector is much 
stronger in the way of working and giving 
you a career path.”

© The National
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 Reading Comprehension
Skim, scan and read the text in detail to answer the following questions. 

1) Who is present at the job fair? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

2) How many people were interviewed for this article? Who were they?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

3) Write the name of the student next to each question.

A) Who is currently unemployed? ___________________ 

B) Who would like financial support? ___________________ 

C) Who recommends working for a private company? ___________________

D) Who wants to find better career prospects? ___________________

E) Who wants a job in his or her area of specialization? ___________________

 Vocabulary
Paraphrase the words or expressions in italics using your own words.

1) ...to make their mark on potential employers. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

2) Any company related to finance would be really good as a start.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

3) ...a long line of people.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

4) He has applied for many jobs across a broad spectrum...

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

5) ...opportunities where there was career progression.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 Grammar
A) Complete the sentences with which / that / where / who or (nothing). 

If more than one option is possible, write all options.

1) The journalist interviewed people    were attending the job fair. 

2) One student would like to use the skills      he learned at college.

3) Another would like to work in a company    is related to finance.

4) Many are searching for a job      they can have good career prospects.

5) I’m looking for a company      can offer me a sponsorship.

6) Some are looking for companies           they have read about on the Internet. 
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B)  In reported speech we normally shift the verb one tense back from the original statement. Read the 
example. Complete the reported statements with the verb in the correct tense.

Example: Direct speech: “I want to find a job.” Indirect speech: He said he wanted to find a job. 

1) Mohammed Al Hashemi said the job fair             a good opportunity to find a good job. (be)

2) Khalifa Mohammed said he      for a job in a big company. (search)

3) Maha Al Rusheidi said she     for job opportunities in IT. (look)

4) Jamal Al Mulla said recent graduates          better jobs in the private sector. (find)

 Critical Thinking
Discuss the following questions. 

1) What is similar about the job seekers interviewed in the article? What is different?

2) What can you infer / understand about companies in Abu Dhabi from this article?

3) Why do you think Jamal Al Mulla says that “the private sector is the best place to have a career 
path”? Do you agree with him? Explain.

 Extension
What questions would you ask the Human Resources Manager at one of these companies? Write 
a list of five questions in your notebook. Work with a partner. Practice asking and answering your 
questions. What questions do you think the Human Resource Manager would ask you? Discuss with 
your partner. 

1) What are some examples of professional careers? What do they have in common? Explain how a 
career is different from a job. 

2) Write a description of your ideal career. First, describe the skills and abilities that are required. Then 
say which of these skills and abilities you have and which ones you need to improve or learn. Write 
the description in your notebook. 


