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 Reading Comprehension
Skim the text for information. Choose the correct answer.  

1) The most appropriate title for this text is:

A) Five tips in English F   B) Tips to learn languages F   C) Tips to understand F   

1)  You’re new in Grade 12, back in school and enjoying seeing 
your friends after the vacation. You walk into your English 
class and your new teacher is American and doesn’t speak 
Arabic. How will you understand what’s going on if there’s 
no one to explain in Arabic? Your happy mood has changed. 
You feel worried and concerned. Your friends are feeling the 
same way and you are thinking: I’m never going to do well 
in English. I’ll never understand. 

2)  Well, don’t despair. You can learn a language in different 
ways. Here are some useful tips to help you improve your 
English. The first one is to let your teacher know about 
your difficulties. When students don’t say anything, a 
teacher sometimes doesn’t know that the students don’t 
figure out the meaning. Don’t be afraid. Use the words, 
‘I don’t understand.’ It’s a teacher’s job to help. He or she 
will probably speak more slowly, maybe use gestures and 
maybe write important words for you. Try to understand 
in English because you practice by listening and speaking. 
With time you will usually work out the meaning. However, 
if you are still unsure about what has been said, tell the 
teacher again. It may be time to get another student to 
explain in his or her own words.



108

Grade 12 | Trimester 1 | Career and Future Choices 

how to learn languages

3)  The second suggestion is a simple one: practice more. The 
only way to improve your English is to use English. Speak 
as much as you can in your language class. If you don’t 
know how to say or write something, ask. Use English to 
ask friends for help. Learn useful questions like ‘What does 
this word mean?’ ‘How do you spell this word?’ and ‘How 
do you say this in English?’ Practice more and you will learn 
more and speak the language better. Successful language 
learners say the same thing: ‘Practice makes perfect.’ 

4) Here is another piece of advice. Your English class isn’t the 
only time when you can speak English. You can speak it 
outside of the classroom too, for example with your friends 
during lunch breaks, when you talk to other teachers in the 
hallways or at home by teaching English words to your 
younger brothers and sisters.

5) My fourth recommendation is to study as much as you can. 
Even if you don’t have English homework, read, write or 
listen to English for ten minutes every day. Read pages from 
an English book or newspaper with the help of a dictionary. 
Watch an English movie without subtitles on TV or online. 
To improve your grammar and vocabulary, ask your teacher 
for good web sites with vocabulary and grammar resources 
and practice online. If you want to improve your writing, 
start a blog or write a story or a poem. The point is to read, 
watch or write something that is interesting to you. These 
activities are all ways of studying a language.

6) As someone who has studied and speaks five languages, 
I know that language learning makes you better able to 
communicate with other people in different cultures. You are 
responsible for the things you learn. Learning something 
doesn’t happen by accident. Take control of your learning. It 
takes work, time and practice. However, that work, time and 
practice will pay off. 
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 Reading Comprehension
A) Match these section titles to the correct paragraph. Write the number of the paragraph in the box. 

A) The more the better  Paragraph ____

B) You’ll get there in the end Paragraph ____

C) Learn where you can  Paragraph ____

D) Study every day   Paragraph ____

E) A difficult start   Paragraph ____

F) Speak about the problem Paragraph ____

B) Choose the correct answer.   

1) What kind of text is this?
A) A story for students. F   
B) A review of a book for students. F   
C) A newspaper article for students. F   

2) Which is the main purpose of the information in the text?
A) It is mostly advice. F   B) It is mostly a report. F   C) It is mostly rules. F   

3) Which illustration is most appropriate picture for paragraph 1?
    A) F                                                B) F                                              C) F

4) One of the teaching methods in paragraph 2 is…
A) using hands to show meaning.F   
B) showing pictures on the board.F   
C) speaking in a loud voice.F   

5) In paragraph 4, which advice is given to students?
A) Speak to teachers as much as you can.F    

B) Stand outside when you speak in English.F   
C) Speak English where and when you can.F   

6) Which of these is a tip in paragraph 5?
A) Do things in English that interest you.F     

B) The best way to learn grammar is online.F   
C) Do lots of writing in English.F   

7) In paragraph 6, readers learn that the writer…
A) has learned languages by accident. F   
B) can speak lots of languages.F   
C) is smart because of study and hard work.F   
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 Vocabulary and  Grammar
A) Fill in the missing part of speech. The first is done as an example.

Noun Verb

0) enjoyment__

1) __________

2) __________

3) success

4) explanation

to enjoy

to improve

to spell

__________

__________

B) Complete these sentences with the correct form and part of speech. Where necessary, adapt the words.

1) After the doctor changed his medicine, there was an _________ in the patient’s condition.

2) The teacher had to give three _________ before the student understood.

3) Saif _________ playing tennis but prefers playing basketball.

4) Sometimes the _________ of the same word is different in American and British writing.

5) Reem ________ in passing when she took the exam for the second time.

C) Complete the questions with the correct question words.

Question    Answer

0) __What___ should you do if you don’t understand?   Ask the teacher.

1) _________ can you also practice grammar?    By going online.

2) _________ question should I learn first?     The second one.

3) _________ did you teacher come to the U.A.E.?   Last month.

4) _________ tip is it to speak to your friends in English?  The writer’s.

 

 Critical Thinking
In your group, discuss points 1 to 7 below. Compare your group’s answers with the answers from other 
groups.

1) How do you feel when you come back to school after the vacation?

2) What are the advantages and disadvantages of having a native speaker English teacher? 

3) Do you think we should learn all subjects in the same way or should we learn different subjects in 
different ways? Give reasons for your answer.

4) In the final paragraph, the writer wrote:

5) “Take control of your learning. It takes work, time and practice. However, that work, time and practice 
will pay off.” What does the writer mean?

6) Compare this way of learning presented in the text to the way you learn and study. Is your way the 
same or different? Explain why.

7) Do you think this is a good way to learn? Say why or why not.
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To                     CC / BCC

Subject

Send Tt      B     I      A   

X

 Writing
You have an English friend who wants to learn Arabic. Write a short email of between 120-140 words to 
your friend with advice about the best way to learn Arabic. Begin your email like this: 

So, you want to learn Arabic. That’s great. And you want my advice?  That’s 
great, too. Well, I think…

Write your email in your notebook. 

 Extension
Work in groups of no more than four. Think of something you have learned to do well. Produce a ‘How 
to’ guide to this area.




