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 Before you read
Discuss the following questions. 
1) What is the difference between a job and a career?

2) What is one piece of advice you would give to someone who is trying to choose a career?

SIX TIPS FOR CHOOSING A CAREER

Evaluate your skills
It’s important to evaluate your strengths and 
weaknesses. What are you good at? What do you 
enjoy? What do you find difficult? If you aren’t good 
at Math, for example, a career in banking would 
not be a good choice. However, if you are good 
at talking with people, a career in public relations 
or media might be an excellent fit. Maybe you 
have a talent for music or photography that could 
lead to a career? Make a list of your top ten skills. 
Rank them in order from 1-10. Then make a list of 
possible careers that could match these skills. 

Define your goals
What is your dream? Describe your vision of what 
you would like to be doing in ten years’ time. Then 
think about the kinds of careers that match those 
goals. Perhaps you would like to help other people 
in the world who have fewer opportunities? 
Perhaps you would like to travel the world and 
learn about different cultures? How do your 
interests reflect your possible goals in life? Try to 
define what your goals might be. 
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Choosing a career is an 
important decision in your 
life. When you choose a 
job, it may only be for 
a year or two. A career, 
on the other hand, is 
something that may need 
many years to achieve 
your goal. It is something 
that you may continue for 
the whole of your life. As 
a result, your work will be 
more fulfilling and more 
enjoyable in the long-term. 
There are many careers to 
choose from, so how do 
you choose the career that 
is right for you? Here are 
some suggestions.

Advertising    |   Partners    |   Site Map  



96

Grade 12 | Trimester 1 | Career and Future Choices 

careers Advice

Describe your personality
How would you describe yourself? Are you 
sociable or do you prefer to work alone? Do you 
work best in a team or independently? Would a 
career in an office environment be better for you 
than an independent career such as journalism or 
in music? Are you creative? Are you patient? Do 
you like solving problems? Choosing the right 
career will depend on the way you work best.  

Research the job market
Find out what kinds of jobs are available right 
now. Which careers are trending? Which ones 
are changing, and how? What are the job market 
predictions over the next few years? Many new 
kinds of jobs are emerging because of advances in 
technology. Find out what is happening in the job 
market and see how it could affect you. You can get 
information from libraries, school career centers, 
government departments and professional 
organizations, as well as from the Internet. 

Get more information
When you have narrowed down your choices to 
just a few, try to get more information about each 
one. Use the Internet to do research what each 
career is like. What qualifications are required? 
What are the responsibilities? What are the career 
prospects? What are the drawbacks?  You could 
ask to speak to human resource managers in 
companies that you are interested in. You can 
also speak with friends and relatives who work in 
various careers. Prepare a list of questions to ask 
them and make careful notes of their answers. 

Get hands-on experience
Finally, when you have decided on a career that 
might be right for you, get some real hands-
on experience. If you are interested in a career 
in media, for example, find out if you can visit 
a newspaper or TV company and spend a day 
there. Find out about internship or volunteer 
opportunities. This can give you a more realistic 
idea of what the career is like and help you to 
make your decision.  
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 Reading Comprehension
Read the article. Answer the questions below.

1) Choose the correct answer. The purpose of the text is to…   

A) persuade F   C) describe F   C) advise F   
2) Why is it important to evaluate your skills?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

3) How does your dream relate to your career path?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

4) How is personality related to work style?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

5) Why is it helpful to speak with friends and relatives?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

6) How could working as an intern, trainee or apprentice help you choose a career?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

7) Why is it sometimes difficult to choose the right career?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

8) What are the benefits of having a career over a job?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 Vocabulary
A) Look at the words in italics. Find them in the text and use the context to consider their meaning. 

Write the meaning in your own words. 

1) It will be more enjoyable in the long-term.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2) A career in media might be an excellent fit.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3) Which careers are trending?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

4) Many new kinds of jobs are emerging.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

5) What are the job market predictions?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

6) What are the career prospects?

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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B) Write the noun form of these verbs. The first one is given as an example.

0)  To predict  prediction

1)  To evaluate __________________

2)  To choose _________________

3)  To define _________________

4)  To identify ________________

5)  To qualify ________________

 Grammar
Choose the correct answer.  

1) It is difficult to decide __________ the right career.

A) to F  B) in F  C) on F  D) for F   
2) Find out what the career __________ .

A) likes F  B) does like F  C) is it like F  D) is like F   
3) Evaluating your skills __________ you to choose the right path.

A) help F  B) to help F  C) helps F  D) helping F   
4) Choose a career  __________ your skills. 

A) which match F  B) which matches F  C) which it match F  D) which it matches F
5) What kind of drawbacks  __________ in your career?

A) are there F  B) there are F  C) you have F  D) have you F   

 Critical Thinkinges

Discuss the following questions and statements. 

1) Contrast choosing a career and finding a job. How are they different and how are they similar?

2) What is one extra piece of advice you could add to the article?

3) When you have decided on your career, what steps can you take?

 Writing
Write a letter to a friend who has a career in your chosen field. Ask him or her for some information 
about their career. Write the letter in your notebook. 100 - 200 words.

 Extension
Prepare an interview for a family friend or relative about their career. Make a list of questions to ask 
them (in person or by email). Then summarize your findings and tell your classmates.  


