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 Before you read

Discuss together then write your answers.

Discuss together then write your answers. Describe the photos below. How does each 
photo show how to be a responsible citizen?
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Responsible citizens are people who contribute to the well-
being of a community socially, politically and economically. 
Although schooling is an important factor, it is not the only 
influence on becoming a responsible citizen. The family also 
has an important role in creating a good society. 

To begin with, schooling is an important element in most 
societies. Children can learn to develop many skills to 
make positive contributions to their communities. The non-
academic options help prepare young adults for their role in 
society.  School clubs and out-of-school activities are great 
ways for teenagers to make links with the world of work. 
Schooling leads to career opportunities. School graduates 
are then better equipped to earn money and contribute to 
the economy of their country. 

While schooling is important, it is definitely not the only 
factor. The role of the family is just as important. Children’s 
development begins when they are at home surrounded by 
their family. During this time, they learn from their parents 
and other relatives, to develop their senses, learn values 
and learn how to behave. As children get older, teenagers 
benefit from having and looking up to positive role models. 
If you are lucky enough to be a role model, you will give 
advice and support to younger family members and show 
them how to be a good citizen. 

This essay has shown that schooling is not the only factor 
influencing good citizens; family also play an important role. 
As a result of teaching and learning both at school and at 
home, each individual can learn to have a positive impact on 
society and be an active member in his or her community.

Schooling is the sole factor that leads to responsible 
citizens. Do you agree?
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 Reading Comprehension

A)  Skim the essay. Complete the sentence.

Does the writer agree or disagree with the opinion in the title that school is important 
but so is family?

The writer agrees / disagrees with the statement because he thinks that 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

B) Scan the essay. Underline the main ideas in blue. Underline the examples in  
green. Complete the table with information from the essay.

Schooling is the sole factor that leads to responsible citizens. Do you agree?

Thesis statement Family influence, in addition to schooling, is just as 
significant. 

Benefits of schooling Reason 1 

Children can learn 
academic subjects.

Example

Reason 2 Example

They make links with the 
world of work. 

Reason 1 Example

Influence of family Reason 1

A child’s development starts 
at home.

Example

Reason 2 Example

Family members are role 
models.

Conclusion (summarize 
in your own words)
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C) Read the sentences. Circle whether the information is true (T) or false (F) according to 
the essay. 

1) The family does not have an important role in creating a good society. 

2) Schooling leads to career opportunities.

3) The role of the family is just as important as schooling.

4) Children don’t have a positive impact on their country.

T  /  F

T  /  F

T  /  F

T  /  F

 Vocabulary

Choose the correct answer.  

Read the essay again. Choose the words which have the same meaning as the words 

in italics. 

1) Schooling is the sole factor.

A) important F   B) largest F   C) only F   

2) ...learn values and how to behave... 
 
A) beliefs F   B) customs F   C) abilities F       

3) ...each individual can learn...

A) person F   B) reason F   C) behavior F   D) value F   

4) If you are lucky enough to be a role model…

A) good F   B) bad F   C) funny F   
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 Grammar

Complete the sentence. Choose the correct option. 

1) Family influence is                                  important as schooling.

A) than F   B) more F   C) as F       

2) Teenagers benefit from a good                                  

A) role model’s F   B) role models F   C) role model F    

3) Teenagers                                  don’t have a positive role model may not become 
responsible citizens.

A) which F   B) who F   C) what F   

4) Children need support                                  their families.

A) of F   B) from F   C) at F   

5) Schooling has a great impact                                  children.

A) in F   B) of F   C) on F   

 Critical Thinking 

Complete the table using your own ideas. Compare ideas with a partner. 

What have you been taught? How do you behave?

At my friend’s 
house

Be polite in someone else’s 
house because you are a guest. 

I always say thank you for food 
that I eat.

At home

At school 

In the community
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 Writing
Complete the sentences.

1) The most important role model for good citizenship in my life is  _________________.  

He / She showed me how to _________________ and helped me to _________________.

2) In my everyday life, I can demonstrate responsible citizenship by _________________.    

I can also ____________________ and____________________.

3) Make notes for an essay entitled: 

    “Family influence is the only factor that makes a good citizen.”

    Use the guide below.

Do you agree or disagree with this statement? ____________________________________

Reason 1 _______________________________________________________________________

Example ________________________________________________________________________

Reason 2 ________________________________________________________________________

Example ________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion ______________________________________________________________________

 Extension

Work in a group to create a word bank of words describing a good citizen. Include 
nouns, adjectives, and verbs.


