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 Please make sure that you have a separate answer 
sheet with this test paper.

 Please check that the answer sheet has your details printed on it.  
If not, print your name, date of birth and student number (if known) 
on your answer sheet in the area provided.

 Please check that the subject and grade number on your answer 
sheet matches this question paper.

 This test has 40 QUESTIONS. Each question has 
four possible answers. Only one is correct.

 Please use a pencil only to shade in the answer bubble 
of your choice on your answer sheet.

 Choose the correct answer from A, B, C or D and shade 
this bubble in on your ENGLISH ANSWER SHEET. 

 If you make a mistake then rub out your answer completely and 
shade in the bubble of your new answer.

 All answers must be marked on your ANSWER SHEET.

 You are allowed 1 hour and 10 minutes for this test.
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 1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This sign is for

A a school.

B a hospital.

C a playground.

D an airport.

 2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Where is Mahmoud from?

A Khaliq

B Dubai

C Abu Dhabi

D Hello 

Hi. I’m Khaliq. I’m from Abu Dhabi. Hello. I’m Mahmoud. I’m from Dubai.
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This note is

A an email. 

B a warning. 

C a letter. 

D a telephone message. 
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 4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On which pages do you find information about the lunch area?

A 1 – 5

B 5 – 11

C 12 – 14

D 15 – 21

 5 On which page is the index?

A page 6

B page 12

C page 15

D page 28

 6 This information

A compares the Contents and the Index. 

B tells the reader what to do at this school. 

C makes it easy to locate information in this book. 

D gives a summary of all the information in a book. 
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 7  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why are people and dolphins alike?

A They both use the same language. 

B They both are warm-blooded. 

C They both jump out of water. 

D They both cannot speak. 

 8 Dolphins need to jump out of the water to

A breathe air. 

B avoid being hurt. 

C show their intelligence. 

D communicate with other dolphins. 

 9 Dolphins are thought to be intelligent because of their

A grace in the water. 

B complex breathing system. 

C unusual features. 

D ability to communicate. 

 10 How do dolphins ‘speak’?

A through body language

B through a series of clicks

C by making splashing sounds

D by jumping out of the water

3

YEAR 8 ENGLISH

Why are people and dolphins alike?

Dolphins are thought to be intelligent because of their 

Dolphins need to jump out of the water to

How do dolphins ‘speak’?

This information is best described as

Dolphins 
Dolphins are mammals. This means they are 
warm-blooded, like people.

Dolphins breathe air. This means they have to 
jump out of the water. It is believed that dolphins 
are very intelligent. Some scientists think that they 
communicate or ‘speak’ using a complex language 
of clicks.

5

7

6

8

9

A    They both use the same language.
B    They both are warm-blooded.
C    They both jump out of water.
D    They both cannot speak.

A    grace in the water.
B    complex breathing system.
C    unusual features.
D    ability to communicate.

A    breathe air.
B    avoid being hurt.
C    show their intelligence.
D    communicate with other dolphins.

A    through body language
B    through a series of clicks
C    by making splashing sounds
D    by jumping out of the water

A    factual.
B    fictional.
C    an opinion.
D    an argument.
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11   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This medication should be used

A before 5 June 2007.

B before July 2009.

C after July 2009.

D within 24 hours.

12  What is the maximum single dose recommended for a 10 year old child?

A 4 mL 

B 8 mL 

C 15 mL 

D 20 mL

13  This product may be affected by 

A exposure to sodium benzoate.

B shaking before dosing.

C the active ingredient.

D excess heat.

14  According to the information, excess consumption may cause

A drowsiness.

B diarrhoea.

C hay fever.

D high blood pressure.
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15  The active ingredient in this medication is 

A loratadine.

B dematryx.

C sorbitol.

D sodium benzoate.

 16 Some of the text on this label is in bold type. This is because this information

A contains an important warning.

B tells how much medicine to give.

C may not be correct. 

D says what the medicine does.

 17 Most of the information on this label is printed in black ink.

Which words are most likely to be printed in bright red ink?

A Store below 25ºC.

B This medication may cause drowsiness.  

C from the symptoms of hay fever and allergic reactions

D Does not contain gluten or lactose.  
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 18   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What group of animals do turtles belong to?

A reptiles

B jellyfish 

C snakes 

D crabs 

 19 The word steady means 

A slow.

B tired.

C unwavering.

D unusual.

 20 Turtles like to live 

A alone.

B with crocodiles.

C with lots of other turtles.

D near snakes.

 21 The shell on the underside of a turtle is called a 

A carapace.

B plastron.

C chordate. 

D sauropsida.

Sea TurtleSea Turtles

Turtles are reptiles which means they belong to the
same group of animals as snakes and crocodiles. 
The turtle, however, is not frightening. It is slow and
steady and prefers to be left alone. Turtles are 
cold-blooded, breathe air and lay eggs. They have 
shells on their back called a carapace and a smooth
shell underneath called a plastron. Some turtles eat
food like crabs and jellyfish. Turtles have survived on 
Earth for over 200 million years. It is important to 
protect these beautiful creatures. 

Conservation status

Hawaiian Green Sea Turtle

Endangered

Scientific classification
Kingdom: Animalia
Phylum: Chordata
Class:  Sauropsida
Order:  Testudines
Suborder: Cryptodira
Superfamily: Chelonioidea
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22     Why are some words in italics in this text?

A to show that these words are not correct 

B to indicate that they have a special meaning

C to indicate that these words need to be read with emphasis

D to show that these are scientific classifications of animals

23  The information which appears under the picture in the text box mainly concerns 

A the scientific classification of Hawaiian Green Sea Turtles.

B information about how turtles are endangered.

C details about the conservation status of turtles.

D the key differences between Sea Turtles and other kinds of turtles. 
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Many letters were sent to the Khaleej Times after the publication of the article “Parking Free in Dubai”. 

What is the  most likely reason that these two letters were chosen for publication?

A They represent the views of a number of writers and are short and to the point. 

B They contain unusual words and might improve the tone of the paper.

C They offer a totally new way to deal with the parking problem.

D They are opposing points of view on the issue.

 25 Mr Menom ends his letter with a question. 

Why does he do this?

A to show that there are two sides to this issue

B to try to influence readers to agree with him 

C to show that he is not sure of his own arguments

D to suggest he really doesn’t think parking should be free
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 26 Which of the following best describes the issues raised in Mrs K Ragavan’s letter?

A A promise of free parking in Karama has ended. 

B The use of cars should be discouraged in Karama.

C The Khaleej Times has misreported a change to public transport.

D There should be free parking until public transport is improved in the UAE.

 27 In Mr Menom’s letter, which word suggests that there may be some uncertainty about the issues he 
has raised?

A know 

B appears 

C more

D opting

28  The information contained in both letters is best described as 

A unbiased.

B irrelevant.

C complete and accurate.

D a personal viewpoint.

29  On which point do Mrs Ragavan and Mr Menom agree?

A Karama is a very densely populated area

B within certain limits, free parking is a good thing

C sometimes people abuse the right to park for free

D people should only use public transport 
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The main messages from Mr Assaf could be summarized as 

A enjoy the celebrations, make use of the internet services but please keep our parks clean.

B access to beaches will be free, fireworks start at 10 pm, visit Al Qasba.

C face painting, giant inflatable water slides, cartoon performances, and colouring competitions.

D enjoy these special celebrations, visit Al Qasba, don’t miss the fireworks.

 31 During the Eid Al Fitr celebrations, the beach at Abu Dhabi Corniche will

A not close.

B close at 8 pm.

C close at 6 pm.

D close at 10 pm.

Fun and Festivities Mark Eid Al Fitr 
Abu Dhabi is gearing up for 10 days of cultural events to mark the celebration of Eid Al Fitr.

Mahmoud Assaf, who is coordinating the events, said there will be an amazing range of 
activities for all ages including:
         • face painting
         • giant inflatable water slides
         • cartoon character performances, and 
         • colouring competitions.

Abu Dhabi is ready to receive tens of thousands of visitors from the surrounding area and 
from across the rest of the UAE. Abu Dhabi’s free beaches will be open to the public around 
the clock, while the paid beach at Abu Dhabi Corniche – and all its facilities – will be open 
from 6 am until 8 pm.

The celebrations will culminate with a spectacular �reworks display at 10 pm each night.

Mr Assaf said he encourages visitors to Abu Dhabi’s parks to use the recently installed 
internet kiosks to keep in touch with family and friends and to keep up with the latest news 
and information about events.  “Internet access, free from public parks, is proving to be a 
huge success and very popular with visitors,” Mr Assaf said. “I’m sure that this year’s 
celebrations are shaping up to be the best ever. But please keep our beautiful parks and 
beaches clean during this time of celebration.”

Meanwhile Al Qasba, the Emirates’ popular entertainment and cultural destination, will 
host a four day festival of cultural and family activities to mark the Eid celebrations. 

For more info: www.celebrateeid.org.ae
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 32  The information contained in the dot points suggests that

A the activities will all be costly to take part in.

B there has not been much thought put into the events.

C the activities have been planned for families with children. 

D the demand for the activities will be too great.

 33 The text assumes that readers already know

A what Mr Mahmoud Assaf does.

B about the new internet facilities.

C about what Eid Al Fitr represents. 

D it is usual practice to celebrate with fireworks.

 34 The main purpose of this information is to  

A explain why people must pay to access the beach at Corniche.

B introduce Mr Assaf and describe his duties.

C provide information about celebratory events.

D describe new internet facilities which have been established.

 35 Where would this information most likely be found?

A in a book 

B in a newspaper 

C on the website www.celebrateeid.org.ae 

D in a brochure about the history of Abu Dhabi 
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Why did the dove help the ant?

A because she felt it was her fault

B it was her job to help others

C to repay a favour

D to be kind

 37 How did the dove save the ant?

A She used a net.

B She placed him on dry land.

C She dropped a leaf near the ant.

D She used a stick from a nearby tree.

 38 What is the moral to this story?

A Look before you leap.

B Hard work brings success.

C Try, try and try again.

D One good turn deserves another.
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 39  The word cooed in this text suggests that 

A the bird flew silently away.

B the bird expressed thanks with her usual sounds.

C the ant could not understand the bird.

D the ant thought the bird was laughing at him.

 40 What made the ant fall into the water?

A He was trying to have a drink.

B He wanted a closer view of the fountain.

C He wanted to see his reflection.

D He was distracted by the dove.




